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Workshop Objectives
Content:
• Teachers will demonstrate Application of Step 6 and 7 to Creating a

Language-Rich Interactive Classroom by participating in speaking,
listening, reading and writing structures:

» One minute write-talk
» QSSSA
» Information Gap
» Consensus Notetaking
» Close Reading and Text Annotation
» Mediated Paragraph

Language:
• Teachers will orally elaborate on a discussion of how speaking,

listening, reading and writing structures facilitate engagement for ALL
students using words like:
total participation, academic language, oral language development,
accountability, structured, focused

Partner Talk:
One thing I am looking forward
to learning this morning is…
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Today’s Teaching and Learning

By yourself…think about this--
What does a “Language-Rich Interactive Classroom”

mean to you today?
To me, a language-rich interactive classroom means…

Count your words.

One minute
write
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“One Minute Talk” –
Academic Language

1. Find a face to face partner.
2. Raise your hand if you got up earlier

than your partner this morning.
3. Share your writing with your partner.

Person who got up the earliest
this morning starts!

30 seconds each!
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Principles for a
Language-Rich Interactive Classroom

Total Participation

Incorporate Academic Vocabulary

Promote Academic Literacy & Language Development

Scaffold for ALL language & literacy levels
8

Why A Language Rich Interactive Classroom?

If students verbalize,
students WILL internalize!

Language development is ACTIVE, not passive!
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Steps to a Language-Rich Interactive Classroom

1. Teach students strategies and language to use
when they don’t know what to do

2. Have students speak in complete sentences
3. Randomize and rotate when calling on students
4. Use total response signals

5. Set clear content & language objectives
6. b

6.   Have students participate in structured
conversations

7.   Have students participate in structured reading
and writing activities

!

!
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Step 1:
Teach students strategies and language to use

when they don’t know what to do

Teach students what to say when they
don’t know what to say.

GOAL:
To have students respond

or

Ask for help and then respond
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How about
making a
poster?

 
 
 
 
 

 
⇒ MAY I PLEASE  

have some more 
information?  
 
 

⇒ MAY I HAVE  
some time to think?  

 
 

⇒ WOULD YOU PLEASE  
repeat the question?  
 
 

⇒ MAY I ASK A FRIEND  
for help?  

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

INSTEAD OF  
I DON’T KNOW…   
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Supporting students who “Don’t Know”

Example 1--What NOT to do…

Teacher: Ahmed, who is the first president of
the United States?

Ahmed: Can I please have more information?
Teacher:  Yes, it’s George Washington!

14

Supporting students who “Don’t Know”

Example 1--What to do…
Teacher: Ahmed, what’s the first step we might take in solving

this equation?
Ahmed: I don’t know.

(Teacher points to poster with alternate responses)
    Oh…Can I please have more information?

Teacher:  Sure, everyone look in your notes from yesterday and
review the steps to solving this equation.

Ahmed: Yeah, the first step is to group like terms.
Teacher: Thanks.  Can someone show us what that looks like?
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Question Stem

Why does the earth spin? The earth spins because…

How would you solve this equation? I would solve this equation by first…

What is your opinion? My opinion is…

  Provide students with sentence stems and starters…
Gift them with Academic Language!

Step 2: Speak in complete sentences--How?

When you give sentence stems instead of just questions…
students tend to complete the frame
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Sentence Stems  
Adapted from 7 Steps to a Language -Rich Interactive Classroom by John Seidlitz and Bill Perryman  

 
 

Purpose  Stem 
 
 
Accessing Prior 
Knowledge  

 
! I already know…  
! __________ reminds me of …  
! My experience with ….  
! I would like to know more about…  
! I would compare ________ to _______ because…  
! Discussing _ __________ made me consider…  
 

 
 
 
Sharing  

 
! I feel…  
! In my opinion…  
! I predict that….  
! I agree/disagree that  
! My view on the matter is ____________ because…  
! My initial reaction is _______________ because…  
 

 
 
 
Elaborating  

 
! ________ is important because…  
! I chose ___________ because…  
! The answer might also be _____ because  
! I would agree or disagree with ______ because…  
! Another reason could be …  
! I would add __________ because….  
 

 
 
 
Justifying  

 
! I think ________ ____ because…  
! I agree/disagree with ___________ because…  
! ___________ proves that …  
! Another idea might be ___________ because…  
! I was thinking that  ___________ should be …  
! __________ supports  the idea that …  
 

 
 
 
Summarizing  

 
! I learned  
! Today I realized…  
! I still wonder…  
! The most significant thing I learned today was…  
! I would summarize my learning by saying…  
! My initial thought was_______ and now I am 

thinking_____________ because…  
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Step 3: Randomize and Rotate--  How?

• Randomize responses
• Use popsicle sticks
• Use index cards
• Use sticky notes---

• Systemize rotating
• Use class roster, cards
• Count off
• Clock buddies

• Respect student’s need for support
• Rephrase as necessary
• Have a sentence stem ready

Everyone
gets

language
practice
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Step 4:  Total Response Signals  
 

Ready Response  

 
 

! Stand up when you are ready  
! Sit when you are ready  
! Hands up when you are ready  
! Hands down when are ready  
! Put your pen on your paper 

when you are ready  
!    
!    

Making Choices  

 
 

! Thumbs up/ Thumbs sideways  
! Green card/ red card  
! Move to a corner  
! Open hand/closed hand  
!     
!  

Ranking  

 

! Line up according to your 
response  

! Rank with your fingers  
! Rank with your arm  
! Clapping  
!    
!  

Written Response  

 

! White boards (team response)  
! Hold up paper  
! Individual white boards  
!     
!    

Adapted from “Language and Literacy for ELLs” by John Seidlitz and Melissa Castillo, Seidlitz Education 2011  

Step 4: Use total response signals to
check for understanding

Students cue the teacher that
they are ready to respond

OR
they are ready to move on
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Step 5
Set clear content and language objectives

Content Objectives help teachers get a clear
focus and connect lessons with state standards
and Common Core.

(Marzano)

Language Objectives determine the language
skills to be developed and the language to be
practiced.

(Echevarria, Vogt, & Short, 2008)

20

Structured

Partner Talk:
What does structured mean to you?

6.   Have students participate in structured conversations
7.   Have students participate in structured reading and
writing activities
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Why Instructional Structures?

• For the purpose of meeting objectives
• For real-time assessment of student

learning
• To ensure academic discourse and the

development of language
• To engage students throughout a lesson
• To allow the teacher to move from direct

instructor to facilitator
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Steps to a Language-Rich
Interactive Classroom

1. Teach students strategies and language to use when
they don’t know what to do

2. Have students speak in complete sentences
3. Randomize and rotate when calling on students
4. Use total response signals
5. Set clear content & language objectives
6. Have students participate in structured

conversations
7. Have students participate in structured reading and

writing activities
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ELLs need to produce meaningful linguistic
output to develop oral academic language, but
most whole-class discussions limit the amount of
time each student gets to talk, and responding in
front of many others often intimidates ELLs.

(Educational Leadership, 2009)

“Student –to-student interaction focused on lesson
concepts has been shown to have a significant
effect on student achievement.”

(Marzano, etc. 2001)

What Research Says…

24

History Class

In Groups of 3—
1. Tally the number of questions the

teacher asks.
2. Record what the teacher does.
3. Record what the students do.
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 Research has shown that questions “are
the heart of classroom practice”.

Questioning can account for as much as
80% of what occurs in a classroom on a
given day.  (Marzano)

One study (half hour block):
Teachers thought—12 to 20 questions
Reality—45 to 150 questions!!!

26

Asking the Right Questions

• 80% of teacher
questions are at
knowledge level

•Promoting critical thinking helps 
 students become strategic learners

27

Classroom Discourse and Teacher Talk

• Teachers use various verbal behaviors to engage and
scaffold students’ participation in classroom talk.

• However, the Initiation/Response/Evaluation (IRE)
sequence characterizes 80% of classroom interaction.

Initiation Teacher: What is an equation?

Response Student: two equal expressions

Evaluation Teacher: Good. What do you have to do
first when solving equations?
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What are the implications?

• Only 4% of English Learners’ school day is
spent engaging in student talk.

• Only 2% of English Learners’ day is spent
discussing focused lesson content, rarely
speaking in complete sentences or
applying relevant academic language.

Arreaga-Mayer & Perdomo-Rivera (1996)

That’s only about 14 minutes a day!
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Have students participate in
Structured Conversations

Q uestion

S tem

S ignal

S hare

A ssess

1.  Teacher asks a question

3.  Teacher asks students to give a
response signal when ready to respond.

2.  Students rehearse answer, using a
sentence stem.

4.  Beginning with a sentence stem,
students share with a peer.

5.  Teacher randomly assesses
students by calling on them individually.
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Have students participate in
Structured Conversations

Q uestion

S tem

S ignal

S hare

A ssess

What is one instructional strategy you plan to use
on the first week of school ?

Stand up when you can complete this sentence.

“One instructional strategy I plan to use on the
first week of school is…”

Share in groups of three.

Randomly select groups to respond.

Let’s try one!
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Structured Conversations in Math

• Q uestion : What are some important things to remember when
factoring equations?

• S tem: One important thing to remember when factoring
equations is…because…

• S ignal: Raise hand when ready to respond

• S hare: Turn to partner

• A ssess: Randomly call on students to report out then have
students solve factoring problems 1-5

3232

Create an expectation of
accountable conversation.

Opting out of a conversation
is NOT an option!

33

Steps to a Language-Rich
Interactive Classroom

1. Teach students strategies and language to use when
they don’t know what to do

2. Have students speak in complete sentences
3. Randomize and rotate when calling on students
4. Use total response signals
5. Set clear content & language objectives
6. Have students participate in structured

conversations
7. Have students participate in structured reading and

writing activities
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Structured Conversations tied to Content Objective  
 

Subject: ____________________________   Verb: ______________________  
 

Content Objective:  
 
 

Question 1:  Question 2:  

Sentence Stem:  Sentence Stem:  

S ignal:  Signal:  

Share: Share: 

Assess:  Assess:  

 

I can demonstrate application of using place value
to compare whole numbers by putting numbers in
order using the >, < and = signs.

How do we use place
value to compare
numbers?

What sign >,< or = would
you put between these
two numbers? Why?
     45 ___ 52

I would write 45___52 
because…

We use place value to
compare numbers by…

Raise your hand

Turn to your partner.

Put your pencil down when
you’re finished writing

Numbered Heads

Collect writing as ticket out

Language Objective

I can orally explain how I
ordered numbers using
“place value” and the stems:

_ is greater than_ because…
_ is less than__ because…
_ is equal to__ because…

Randomly call on student 
Solve problems 1-5

35

QSSSA —Levels of Cognition  
Question -Stem Guide  

Synthesized from Language and Literacy for ELLs Workbook, 2 nd  Edition , pgs -48-53 
John Seidlitz and Melissa Castillo  

 

Cognition 
Level  

Question Example  Stem Example  

Knowledge:  What does the word ______ mean?  The word _____ means...  
How could you show/model/represent..?  One way to show/model/represent is…  
When did _______happen?  __________ happened when…  
Who was the …?  __________ was the …  
Where did he/she….  He/she….  

 
 

Remembering 
information  

What is one thing you remember about..?  One thing I remember is…  
Comprehension  How would you classify…?  I would classify…  

What do you predict ____ will….?  I predict that  _____ will _____  
What is the ______ about?  _______ is about… 
What is an example of ,,,?  An example of ___ is/could be…  
How could you explain that…?  The reason that….  

 
Explaining the 

meaning of 
information  

What is meant by…?  The meaning of ______ is…  
Application  How could you….?  One way to ….  

Which _____ would you choose to …?  I would choose _______ because…  
How might you build/develop/organize…?  I might _____ to build/develop/organize and 

then….  
How would you solve the _____ using…?  I would first ____, then ____, and finally …  
How would you d emonstrate ….?  In order to _____ I would have to ….  

 
Using 

abstractions in 
concrete 

situations  

What is one way to use what you have 
learned? 

One way to use what I have learned is to…  

Analysis  What is the difference between __ and __?  One difference between ___ and ___ is…  
What is the similarity between __ and __?  _____ is the same as ____ because…  
What is the relationship among…?  _____ is related to _____ because …  
What would you conclude about …?  One conclusion I would make is…  
What are the pa rts of ____?  The parts of ____ are…  

 
Breaking down 

a whol e into 
component 

parts  
 In what order would you …?  First I would ____, next I would ____ finally.  

Evaluation  How would you justify why…?  I believe that  _______ because…  
What is the importance of …?  The importance of ___ is ____ because…  
Which would you prefer to …?  Why?  I would prefer to ____ because….  
How did you decide to agree/disagree with?  I considered ____ to decide…  
What is one criticism you have about…?  A cri ticism I have is…  

Making 
judgments  

about the merits 
of ideas, 

materials, or 
phenomena  How would you prioritize…?  I would prioritize by…  
Synthesis  What is another way to…?  Another way I might _____ is…  

How might you develop….?  One way to develop ____ is …  
How might you formulate a way to…?  A way to formulate ____ would be to ….  
How would you use ____ to create…?  I would use ____ in order to …  
What is another way to arrange ___in order 
to construct…?  

In order to construct ______, I might 
arrange …  

 
Putting parts 

together to form 
a new and 
integrated 

whole  
Suppose you ended up with ____, what 
would you do to…  

If I had _____ I would ____ in order to…  
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Structured Conversations using QSSSA  

 
A strategy teachers can use effectively across content areas and grade levels is 
Question/Signal/Stem/Share/Assess (QSSSA).  This strategy is especially effective with ELLs as it engages 
the entire class.  Below are e xamples of how QSSSA works.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

EXAMPLES OF QSSSA  are included in the following table:  
 

Question  Signal  Stem  Share  Assess  
How would this 
information be 
represented 
graphically?  
 

Place pens on 
paper when you 
are ready  

To create a gr aph, 
I would…  

Pair -Share  Students draw a 
graph in their 
learning logs  

What are some 
important things to 
remember when 
factoring 
equations?  
 

Raise hand when 
ready to respond  

One important 
thing to remember 
when factoring 
equations is… 
because…  

Turn to Part ner, 
Teacher randomly 
calls on students 
(e.g. wearing blue)  

Students solve 
problems 1 -5 in 
math book  

What strategies 
would you use to 
solve this word 
problem?  
 

Thinker’s chin: 
remove your hand 
from your chin 
when you are 
prepared  

One strategy I 
would use to solve 
this word problem 
is… 

Conga line  Call on third 
student in every 
row  

 

Q=Question  
The teacher poses a question to the class, directly linked to the lesson’s 
objectives.  
 
S=Signal  
The teacher gives students a signal to show when they are ready to  respond to 
the question.  Asking for a signal from students builds in processing time for those 
that need it.  
 
S=Stem 
The teacher provides a sentence stem or starter sentence for students to use 
when they respond to the question.  This is the teacher’s op portunity to 
deliberately structure the language students use.  
 
S=Share  
Once all students have signaled they are ready to respond to the question using 
the stem, the teacher asks students to share their responses with another 
student.  Partners talk to eac h other using the stem.  ELLs practice listening and 
speaking using academic English.  
 
A=Assess  
Teachers can assess students orally or in writing  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
         
        Source: Seidlitz, John & Castillo, Melissa , 2013 . Language and Literacy f or ELLs: Creating System atic Change for Academic Achiev ement  

 

Brainstorm one
QSSSA example.

Task: Partner review “Structured Conversations” handout and
then brainstorm 1 QSSSA example to use in your classroom.
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Structured Conversations
Table Talk:

Why is it important to structure student opportunities
for speaking?

How does planning for QSSSA facilitate student
engagement for ALL?

Words to use:  total participation, listening,
speaking, oral language development,
accountability, structured, focused

#5 report out

38

Let’s try another Structured Conversation

Information Gap
• This structure is set up so that

each student in a group has
one piece of information
needed to solve the “puzzle”,
but not all the necessary
information.

• Students must work together,
sharing information while
practicing academic language,
negotiation strategies, and
critical thinking skills.

39

Information Gap
1.  Stand together in teams of FOUR—

colored handouts:

– “A” reads clue #1 aloud to the team
– “B” reads clue #1 aloud to the team
– “C” reads clue #1 aloud to the team
– “D” reads clue #1 aloud to the team

A B C D
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Information Gap
Teacher Survival Kit

3.  Team decides what object best describes #1

“We conclude it is _______ because…”

4.  Teams proceed until all 7 items are identified.

5.  Teams share out “strongest clues”.
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“Information Gap”
Structure for Listening and Speaking

Table Talk:

• How does the structure of the “Information Gap”
facilitate student engagement for ALL?

• How would you adapt this structure to use in your
classroom (in ELA, Science, SS, or Math)?

Use at least one of these words:
total participation, academic language, oral language

development, accountability, structured, focused

#4s report out

43

Steps to a Language-Rich
Interactive Classroom

1. Teach students strategies and language to use when
they don’t know what to do

2. Have students speak in complete sentences
3. Randomize and rotate when calling on students
4. Use total response signals
5. Set clear content & language objectives
6. Have students participate in structured conversations
7. Have students participate in structured reading and

writing activities

4444

CCSS Pedagogical Shifts

4545

Step 7:  Structured Reading & Writing Activities

To gain a deep understanding of content concepts

Purpose for reading Purpose for writing

content objectives

aligned with

4747

Li#le	  Effect

• Teacher	  reads
passage
describing	  sets
of	  congruent
triangles.

Somewhat	  Effec5ve

• Students	  discuss
what	  they
already	  know

• Students	  read
passage	  and	  talk
to	  a	  partner.

Highly	  effec5ve

• Na5ve	  language	  support
provided	  for	  beginners
before	  the	  lesson

• Students	  discuss	  what	  they
already	  know

• Students	  read	  passage
and	  use	  a	  response	  signal
to	  monitor	  understanding
of	  the	  passage	  then
summarize	  orally	  with	  a
partner.

• Students	  refer	  to	  passage
when	  matching	  triangles
and	  when	  wri:ng	  one
paragraph	  summary.

READING

Stand up.

Take 3 giant steps.

Face a partner.
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Little Effect

• Teacher
writes	  with
feedback
from
students	  who
copy
paragraph/
notes.

Somewhat Effective

• Students	  write
one	  paragraph
summary.

• Teacher	  provides
stem.

• Students	  allowed
to	  talk	  with	  other
peers.

Highly effective
• Summary	  of	  a	  similar

paragraph	  provided.

• Students	  list	  brick	  and
mortar	  terms	  needed.

• Differen5ated	  stems
provided.

• 	  Students	  write
paragraph	  summary	  that
includes	  specific	  content
vocabulary.

• Teacher	  allows	  beginning
students	  to	  draw	  and
use	  na5ve	  language.

WRITING

Take 3 giant steps.

Face another partner.

49

Structured Activities
Reading, Writing, Listening, Speaking

• Give me a thumbs up when you can
complete this sentence frame

(I think) the difference between
argumentative and persuasive text is…

Share your sentence with the person next to you then
STAND for the next step...

QuickTime™ and a
 decompressor

are needed to see this picture.
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Reading with a Focus

Find a partner from a different table.
Buddy Read: “Teach Argument, Not Persuasion”

– Take turns reading sentence by sentence OR paragraph by
paragraph

Read to find out: What’s the difference between argument and
persuasion?  What does the CCSS say about these types of
writing?

I will know you are ready to move on when
you are SEATED in your original seat. 52

Consensus Note-Taking

• All pencils in the middle of the table.
ONLY speaking, NO WRITING.

• Discuss important key points.

• When the team comes to consensus about ONE
important key point, pick up pencils and WRITE.
NO TALKING.

• All pencils in the middle of the table. Continue
steps for additional key points. You must come to
consensus before writing.

#1s report out
ONE key point

5353

Table Talk:

• How does the structure of the Consensus Note-Taking
facilitate student engagement for ALL?

• How would you adapt this structure to use in your
classroom?

(

#3s report out

Consensus Note-Taking
Structure for Reading, Writing, Listening and Speaking

Words to use:
total participation, academic language, oral language
development, accountability, structured, focused

54

Consensus Note-Taking
Other considerations

• For first time attempt: use a text or topic that students
have mastered

• Time it! (3 minutes to talk about one idea)
• Provide an outline or thinking map to scaffold for

students and have them fill it in
• Provide guiding questions or sentence starters
• Chunk teacher-talk: Stop after every 5-10 min and have

students take notes on key points
• Chunk reading: Have students stop to reflect on key

points after each paragraph/section.



9

5555 55

Contemplate what you know
about the 7 Steps and the
impact they have in your
classroom

Turn to a partner:

“From my perspective, the step
that has the most impact on
student engagement in my
classroom is_________
because…”

1. Teach students strategies and
language to use when they don’t
know what to do

2. Have students speak in
complete sentences

3. Randomize and Rotate when
calling on students

4. Use Total Response Signals
5. Set clear Content AND

Language Objectives
6. Have students participate in

Structured Conversations
7. Have students participate in

Structured Reading and Writing
Activities

Steps to a Language-Rich
Interactive Classroom

5656

Mediated Paragraph

• A Mediated Paragraph is a structured
writing strategy with prompts by the
teacher that cue the student to respond

– Teacher gives one prompt and/or sentence
stem at a time to get students thinking

– Students respond to the prompts by writing in
complete sentences

5757

Mediated Paragraph
7 Steps to a Language-Rich Classroom Reflection

1. Name the step that has great impact on student engagement.

“From my perspective, _____________ has the greatest impact on student
engagement in my classroom.”

2. Explain why that step is important.

“ This step is important because…”

Write your step

5858

Close
Reading

5959

Close Reading - Plan Ahead

•Read and annotate the text.

•Identify the vocabulary to tell and to teach.

•Choose or create text dependent questions that require
students to read and re-read.

•Identify areas within the text that may cause challenge or
require knowledge of content or events the student may
not have.

•Develop a writing assignment.

6060

Annotate the text  as
you read the section
that matches the step
number you selected.

CLOSE READING ROUTINE 
 
Teacher selects short robust passage and 
plans ahead by reading, annotating and 
preparing text-dependent questions. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

  

 
 
 

 

 

 
STEP 1:  
First READ  
Students read and annotate 
 
 
STEP 2: 
Quick Write (1-2 min)  
Write first impressions about the text. 
 
STEP 3: 
Discuss the text with a partner.  
Share annotations and Quick Write. 
 
STEP 4: 
Second READ  
Teacher Reads Aloud.   
Students Listen to rhythm, pitch 
and intonation of speech. 
 
STEP 5:  
Add new ideas to Quick Write. 
Discuss with a partner. 
 
STEP 6: 
Third READ  
Teacher reads  
and annotates. 
Students listen. 
 
STEP 7: 
Fourth READ  
Reread text to find answers to 
questions- cite evidence. 
 
 
 
STEP 8:  
Write about it! 
Summary, journal, prompt, etc. 
 

 
The Common Core State Standards have brought new 
attention to a long-respected and valuable reading strategy 
called close reading.  Close reading describes the careful, 
sustained reading and interpretation of text.  It emphasizes and 
requires close attention to individual words, syntax, and the 
order in which sentences and ideas unfold. 

ANNOTATING A TEXT 
 
Teacher circulates while students read and 
annotate in step 1 in order to identify 
confusions, challenges, or additional points 
to include in step 4 and 6: modeling. 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Underline MAJOR Points 
 

  
Circle words and phrases that are 
confusing or unknown 
 

 
 

? 

 
 
Mark parts of text that 
raise questions 

 
Be sure to 
write your 
question 

in the margin 
??? 

 
 
 
 

! 

 
 
Mark parts of text that 
surprise you 

 
In the margin, 

note what 
caught your 

attention! 
 

 
 
Draw an arrow from the 
text to the margin when 
you make a 
connection 
 

 
Briefly note 

your 
connection  

in the margin 

 
EX 

 
Write EX when the author provides an 
example 
 

 

1 
2 
3 

 

 
 
Numerate arguments, important 
ideas, or key details 

 
 
 
 

Adapted from: Nancy Frey and Douglas Fisher, 2013 

 

 

SUMMARY OF SEVEN STE PS TO A LANGUAGE -RICH INTERACTIVE CLA SSROOM  
 

STEP 1 Teach Students Language and Strategies to use when they “Don’t Know”  
 
Step One focuses on explicitly teaching learning strategies to students. It is the first step toward empowering ELLs with 
skills to help them learn better. The skills students attain in Step One are transferrable; they begin to learn language as 
well as complex content matter.  
 
When students are held accountable for responding and when they are explicitly taught lan guage and learning strategies 
to help them respond, they take charge of their learning. This step , which emphasizes  meta-cognitive strategies, teaches 
ELLs to monitor their own thinking, determine whether or not they understand, choose a way to access help , and explor e 
different learning strategies.  This step als o builds self -efficacy for ELLs.  Furthermore, the strategies and language they 
acquire will be useful inside and outside the classroom.    
 
Every time we ask students to respond to a question or pe rform a task and fail to hold them accountable for their 
response or performance, we send them a message: you are not expected to achieve.  We have to teach many of our 
students the language and habits of independent learners.  One solution to banish “I do n’t know” is to teach students to 
respond differently when they are unsure about an answer for a question.  This creates an expectation of accountable 
conversation .  By teaching them how to help themselves, we enable them to overcome learned helplessness a nd really 
become independent learners.   
 

STEP 2 Have Students Speak in Complete Sentences  
 
Academic success in the United States requires proficiency in oral English. To attain proficiency, students must go 
beyond basic vocabulary terms and learn to str ucture and speak in complete sentences with academic language. 
Speaking in complete sentences allows students to participate in formal ways as they acquire second language skills and 
internalize academic content.  
 
This simple expectation dramatically impro ves the quality of interactions in all classrooms.  When we encourage our 
students to use complete sentences, they think in complete thoughts.  They link new words to new concepts and are able 
to practice using academic language structures.  Every single i nteraction in the classroom does not require complete 
sentences. However, it is very important to provide ample opportunities in class that require students to use complete 
sentences in oral communication.  In doing so, students learn how to develop their thoughts to use formal language 
structures.    
 

STEP 3 Randomize and Rotate when Calling on Students  
 
Students in classrooms implementing step 3 are actively engaged in the learning process.  The goal is to have everyone 
involved in discussions so that we  can assess all students’ understanding of concepts, not just those students who enjoy 
participating. Randomizing and rotating ensures that all students are paying attention and have a fair chance to be called 
on to respond.  It promotes higher student eng agement and more accurate assessment of student understanding.  
Without a system, total participation is impossible.  If we do not have a system in place, students end up being left out.  
These students are usually the at -risk students and ELLs, all of who m would most benefit from active participation.    
 
Studies suggest that random oral questioning increases student preparedness,  attentiveness, and achievement.  
Randomizing and rotating responses guarantees that all students are included in the learning p rocess. Using a system 
for selecting students to answer questions conveys these positive messages to ELLs: they are important, their learning is 
important, and there are high expectations for them.   
 

STEP 4 Use Total Response Signals  
 
Total response sign als are cues students use to indicate they are ready to respond to a question or ready to move on.  
Response signals allow students to prepare for oral or written participation in a non -threatening way.  There are three 
elements of an effective total respo nse signal:   
 
• Total  means everyone —at risk, ELLs, special needs, gifted students, etc.  
• Response — after a question is posed, every student thinks through and makes a choice.  
• Signal — all students give a response with a clear visual signal.  The teacher survey s the room to check for 

understanding.  
 
Using a total response signal is an active way for all students to become engaged with the lesson. Total response signals 
also give teachers immediate feedback that informs their instructional decisions on a minute -to-minute basis.  It also  
helps them better meet the needs of all students. Incorporating total response signals provides ELLs with the time to think 
about and process new information, allowing them to participate fully in each lesson.   
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Mediated Paragraph
7 Steps to a Language-Rich Classroom Reflection

3. Use textual evidence.

“According to Seidlitz and Castillo…”  OR
“The text states…”

4. List a strategy that supports that step.

“One strategy I use that works well in this step is….”

5. Write a concluding sentence—
Relate it to what you know about your students.

6. Give your piece an interesting title.
6262

Human Graph:
Which step has the most impact?

Step 1:
Teach the

Strategies of
Independent

Learners

Line up according to the step you wrote about.  

Turn to the person next to you
and share your paragraph.

Step 2:
Have

students
speak in
complete
sentences

Step 3:
After peer
rehearsal,
randomize
and Rotate

when calling
on students

Step 4:
Use Total
Response

Signals

Step 5:
Set Clear

Content and
Language
Objectives

Step 6:
Structured

Conversations

Step 7:
Structured

Reading and
Writing
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Mediated Paragraph

Table Talk:

• How does the structure of the “Mediated
Paragraph” facilitate student engagement for ALL?

• How would you adapt this structure to use in your
classroom (in ELA, Science, SS, or Math)?

Words to use:
total participation, academic language, oral language

development, accountability, structured, focused

2s report out 64
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Did we meet our Objectives???
Content:
• Teachers will demonstrate Application of Step 6 and 7 to Creating a

Language-Rich Interactive Classroom by participating in speaking,
listening, reading and writing structures:

» One minute write-talk
» QSSSA
» Information Gap
» Consensus Notetaking
» Close Reading and Text Annotation
» Mediated Paragraph

Language:
• Teachers will orally elaborate on a discussion of how speaking,

listening, reading and writing structures facilitate engagement for ALL
students using words like:
total participation, academic language, oral language development,
accountability, structured, focused


